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The new student b o d y  p r e sident and vice pre s i d e n t  at the U n i v e r s i t y  of M o ntana 
say they want to get more students involved in improving the image of the University.
Garth Jacobson, H e l e n a , president, and J e f f r e y  Gray, Great F a l l s , vice president, 
who were elected by UM students March 1, said the most important issues facing 
students in Mon t a n a  this coming year are a p p r opriations from the M o n t a n a  Legislature 
and the success of the six-mill levy to support higher education.
Jacobson, a junior in p h i l o s o p h y  and economics, said he wants to organize and 
educate UM students to promote the six-mill levy, wh i c h  is a r e f e r e n d u m  that comes 
before Montana voters every 10 years. The ballot issue will be vot e d  on in November. 
Students should actively campaign for the six-mill levy, J a c o b s o n  said, because it 
provides the University system with about 15 pe r  cent of its budget.
Gray, a senior in h i s t o ry/political science, said he would like students to 
sponsor fund-raisers to help finance the mill levy educational campaign and start 
w riting letters to voters and their h ometown newspapers. He said the exposure students 
get while campaigning for the mill levy also should help to improve the image of the 
University and students.
The poor image the U n i versity has in the state has h a p p e n e d  through a p o p u l a r  
misconception," Gray said. "Because of student protests in the 60s and early 70s, 
Montanans came to believe that students are not serious about their education."
Now students need to show the state and Legislature, he said, that they do want 
good educations and are concerned about the quality of the University.
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Jacobson, who was a reading clerk in the 1977 Legislature, said UM students plan 
to work hard during the 1979 M o ntana Legislature to ensure that the University will 
receive an adequate budget. Students from UM and the other six university system 
units will promote the s y s t e m’s budgets and other student concerns to the Legislature 
through the Montana Student Lobby.
Other goals J acobson and Gray would like to accomplish include r epresenting 
student concerns in the collective bargaining b etween the faculty and u n i v e r s i t y  
administration, improving the quality of the U M  Library and finding better b u d g eting 
procedures in funding student groups.
Jacobson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert L. Jacobson, Helena, is a June 1975 graduate 
of Capital High School. Gray, son of Mr. and Mrs. Orville Gray, Great Falls, is a 
June 1974 graduate of Great Falls High School.
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